 (
Goshen
 Elementary
PTO Minutes
)	Meeting Date:   October 18, 2011
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm with 11 members present.
In Attendance: 	All of the Executive Board members are present.
Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. Welcome & Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. Principals Report
6. Committee Reports
7. New Business
8. Old Business
9. Announcements
Welcome
The meeting began with thanking everyone for coming this evening.  
Approval of Minutes
Attendees were asked to take a moment to review the minutes from prior meetings held on August 23, 2011, and September 20, 2011 due to not having a quorum at the September 20 meeting.  There was a motion to approve the August 23 minutes by Kim Michel and seconded by Lauren Luckey.  Motion carries.  There was a motion to approve the September 20 minutes by Kim Michel and seconded by Brandy Marsh.  Motion carries.

Treasurers Report
Christy McDougal touched on a couple of line items on the budget.  Entertainment books are ahead of budget $529.  Foreign Language is ahead of budget by $35—this will be even more as the year goes on.  Fall Festival has expenses for prizes and pumpkins for each class.

Principals Report
Nothing to report (Tara was not in attendance due to another district 7 function.)

Committee Reports
Everyone was asked to look over the committee report that was handed out.  

Our first assembly is on Friday Oct 20 at 1:30 with Nitro Joe the Science Guy.

The decorating committee needs volunteers for holiday decorating.  There will be a request for volunteers sent out soon.

Fall Festival is coming up on Saturday Oct 22nd.  We are still in need of approximately 40 volunteers.  We will get a list of FIT & GO students that will be able to help as well.  We also need some more silent auction items as well.

Kim Ackerman will be the photographer for Family Portrait Day again this year.  It is scheduled for Saturday November 5 from 9AM-3PM.  Flyers have gone home with students; please reserve your spot quickly.

Foreign Language committee is up and running.  An additional AM Beginner Spanish teacher has been hired due to large class sizes.  

Media Center/Accelerated Reader – There is an AR website which Tiffany Hudok has linked to the PTO website.  Lauren reported that they have had the Rockin’ Reader Fridays for 2 Fridays and they went well.  They still need more help in the mornings.  Kindergarten is first and then first grade and then second grade is later in the afternoon.  NHS students are making tests for the books that currently do not have tests with them.   Lauren asked if the decorating committee could help decorate the media center for the holidays.  Kim Michel said that the teachers have a lot of bulletin board stuff in storage that they could use in the media center.

Diane Gill said that things are going well in the media center and they love the decorations.  They have volunteers coming in to help out.  They are in need of help on Wednesday afternoons.  There was a suggestion of having the teachers leave their class’s library books in a bin outside their classroom on library day so they can be collected and returned before the class is to go for their time.   This would really help out with time during the actual class visit.  

A 3 ring binder has been started by Lauren and Diane with different ideas they are using and things that come up during the year.  

Allison said on behalf of the board that Laruen and Diane are both doing an excellent job.

Parents Night Out is scheduled for December 9.  They will need approximately 8 parents to help out.  They plan to have Santa visit and take pictures with the kids.  Allison has a color printer that they can use that night.   There will also be popcorn, pizza, games and movies.  

Spirit Wear sales were started on Thursday October 13.  Orders are due back October 28.  People asked if we could have these order forms at registration next year.  It was also asked if we could get the order forms on the website and Allison probably not anytime soon at this point.

Staff Appreciation will have lunch for the teachers next week.  Stacy will confirm a date with Tara.  A request form will be coming out soon for items for the lunch. 

Yearbook committee is still looking for DEP’s (Dedicated Event Photographers) for different events at the school.  If you are interested please let Stacy know.  You can also put candid pictures you have taken on a disc and put it in the PTO mailbox.  The committee will really start getting into putting the yearbook together in January.


New Business 
Spirit wear sales are going on and are due on October 28.

Fall festival still needs volunteers for Saturday.  Please let the committee know if you can help out.

Square 1 Art projects are due back to the company on the 27th and then there will be an individual order form for each child to take home.  There will be a couple of weeks to collect orders and then the items will be back by December 18.  We are hoping for big sales.

Family portrait day is Saturday November 5 from 9AM-3PM.

There was a rug purchased through Scholastic for use in Mrs. Siron’s classroom.

Many volunteers are needed for the holiday decorating.  It’s a big job and the more help there is, the easier it is to get it done.  The date will be announced soon.

We are in need of photographers for the yearbook.

No new business from the floor.

Old Business
Outdoor classroom update – Erin Foley is heading this up.  She said we have a tree.  She has been working with U of I extension for gardening techniques.  She will be attending a meeting there on Thursday.  Allison said there is an Edwardsville garden club and Lowes toolbox that are possibilities for donations.  

The smartboard and audience response system will be installed in the next few weeks.  

It was asked if everyone liked the new email version of the newsletter.  Everyone said they like it.

Announcements
Important dates:
Oct 14-18 Goshen spirit wear sales
Oct 22 Goshen fall festival 1pm-4pm
Oct 28 Staff Appreciation & Spirit Day
Oct 31 Classroom Halloween parties 2:30PM
Nov 7-18 PTO student art sale
Nov 15 PTO meeting 7PM
Nov 18 Spirit Day-wear your Goshen colors to school
Dec 9 Parents Night Out


Allison Hershberger made the motion to adjourn which was seconded by Kim Michel.  Motion carries.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.
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